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Term Information Picture 

energy 
The ability to do work or 
cause change 

  

motion 
The state in which one 
object's distance from 
another is changing 

  

force 
A push or pull exerted on 
an object 

  

work 
Force exerted on an object 
that causes it to move 

  

maximum 
The greatest quantity or 
amount possible 
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kinetic 
energy 

Energy that an object has 
due to motion 

  

potential 
energy 

The energy an object has 
because of its position; 
also the internal stored 
energy of an object 

  

thermal 
energy 

The total kinetic and 
potential energy of all of 
the particles of an object 

  

chemical 
energy 

A form of potential energy 
that is stored in chemical 
bonds between atoms 

  

heat 
The transfer of thermal 
energy from a warmer 
object to a cooler object 

  

temperature 

How hot or cold something is; 
the measure of the average 
energy of the motion of the 
particles in a substance 
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transfer 
The movement of energy 
from one place to another 

  

absolute 

Something that will never 
change; a value that does 
not depend on any other 
conditions 

  

conduction 
The transfer of thermal 
energy from one particle 
of matter to another 

  

convection 
The transfer of thermal 
energy by the movement 
of fluid 

  

convection 
current 

The movement of fluid, caused 
by differences in temperature 
that transfers heat from one 
part of fluid to another 
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radiation 
The transfer of energy by 
electromagnetic waves 

  

transform 
The act, state or process of 
changing 

  

conductor 
A material that conducts 
heat well 

  

insulator 
A material that does not 
conduct heat well 

  

thermal 
expansion 

The expansion of matter 
when it is heated 
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contract 
To become reduced in size, 
especially when matter 
cools 

  

friction 
A force that holds back the 
motion of another object. 

  
 


